
John Smith (HB 142) Act No. 97

Existing law authorizes the governing authorities of numerous parishes and
municipalities to adopt ordinances, rules, and regulations which provide for:

(1) Securing any building or structure which endangers the public welfare
or safety.

(2) Condemnation and demolition or removal of any such building or
structure.

(3) Maintaining property in a sanitary condition (including grass cutting,
weed abatement, or trash and garbage removal) at the expense of the
property owner.

(4) Fines for the failure of any property owner to comply with ordinances
adopted pursuant to existing law.

Requires that ordinances adopted pursuant to existing law provide for
notification of the owner or any other party in interest and provide for a
hearing.

Authorizes and provides relative to liens on property when an owner fails to
pay fines imposed or costs incurred pursuant to existing law.  Authorizes
governing authorities to provide relative to interest charged on costs.  Provides
that such liens shall include costs incurred relative to the property and attorney
fees and costs incurred in enforcing and collecting the lien.

Provides for adding fines and costs to the ad valorem tax bill.  Authorizes the
sale of property if lien is not paid within six months of its filing.  Provides
relative to procedures for such sale including the original owner's right of
redemption.  Limits the owner's right of redemption to six months after the
property is sold.  Alternatively, authorizes enforcement of the lien in district
court either against the property or the owner personally with subsequent
seizure and sale or garnishment of other movable or immovable property
according to the Code of Civil Procedure.  Authorizes the governing authority


